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WEEKEND ~%REDWOODS ! 


This publication issued on the occasion of the railfan 
trip "Weekend in the Redwoods" by the Pacific Coast Chapter 
of the Railway & Locomotive Historical Society is a joint 
publication of the society and THE WESTERN RAILROADER. It 
is with the thought in mind that not only the actual excursion- 
ist, but the many railfans throughout the country are inter- 
ested in the material herein contained that the joint undertaking 
has been made, 


The Pacific Coast Chapter of the Railway & Locomotive 
Historical Society is one of four Chapters of the society, but 
even if we say it ourselves, the most active, Regular monthly 
meetings are held at the Marine Engineers Hall in the Ferry 
Building, San Franciscy on the fourth Friday, Some 22 pieces 
of railroad equipment arenow owned by the Chapter and its 
members and plans are being pressed together with other railfan 
groups to obtain a site for a railroad museum, Your interest 
is invited. Write: Stanley Merritt, Secretary, 836 Alma 
Avenue, Oakland, California, 


THE WESTERN RAILROADER is a regular monthly railfan public- 
ation containing news and features on railroads, both steam and 
electric on the Pacific Coast, together with news of activities 
of the various railfan groups. It is included in the dues of 
the Northern California Railroad Club and non-members may sub- 
scribe at Ten issues for a dollar, Write: Francis Guido, Editor, 
P.O. Box 668, San Mateo, California, 


No definate plans for railfan trips during the fall have 
as yet been announced by any group. The Bay Area Electric 
Railroad Association are planning a trip over the lines of the 
Portland (Oregon) Traction for the Labor Day weekend, but as 
yet no definate plans have been formulated, Announcement 
will be made in "The Western Railroader" as soon as plans get 
underway. ath 


HAHAH AE HPA EH AA EA ATE AE 
HISTORY & ROSTERS OF THE NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD 
By Stanley Borden 
S2 pages, illustrated, covers Northwestern Pacific, San 
Francisco & North Pacific, North Pacific Coast, North 
Shore, Eel River & pam, Sam Francisco & Northwestern, 


California Northwestern rt Br & Southeast 
many others. Fifty Cents per Copy — 


Can be purchased on the train or from the publisher 
Published by 


THE WESTERN RAILROADER 
P.O. Box 668, San Mateo, California 
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Redwood Empire 


Jhrough the giant Redwoods 
of Northwestern California 


The Redwoods (Sequoia sempervirens)--greatest of 
all living things--grow in their native state only 
in the Coast Range, and nowhere else in the world. 
They attain their perfection in that scenic region 
made accessible by the Northwestern Pacific Rail- 
road, This area is famous everywhere as the 
REDWOOD EMPIRE. 





The journey to the Redwood region once began with a trip 
from the Ferry Building, San Francisco, across the Golden Gate 
to Sausalito aboard one of the swift Northwestern Pacific ferry- 
boats to the waiting train at Sausalito, Now the train starts 
at San Rafael as the new gateway to the Redwood Empire by way 
of Petaluma, Santa Rosa, Healdsburg, Cloverdale, Hopland--- 
a succession of pleasant cities, each with its distinctive charm, 


The train continues northward through a diversified region 
of orchards, vineyards, berry farms and hop-fields; past Ukiah 
in the midst of a lovely hill-circled valley, and over the 
divide between the watersheds of the Russian River and the Eel 
River, The railroad here reaches a summit of almost 2,000 
feet above sea-level, +he panoramas throughout this mountain 
passage are majestic and inspiring. 


The next pause is at the important upland city of Willits, 
midway point to Eureka, where the California Western Railroad 
makes its connection from Fort Bragg on the coast. Northward 
beyond Willits you traverse the canyon of the main Eel River, 
which is followed through 100 miles of wildly eenwescge 
country downward toward the sea, Around Dos “ios the scenery 


@. reaches its climax of grandeur, 


At various points along the route, if the trip is taken 
by day, you have seen the straight, towering shafts and grace- 
ful green foliage of Sequoia sempervirens, Now beyond Brock 
Creek, you enter the real Redwood belt, 


South Fork station is the entrance to the great Humboldt 
State Redwood Park, Here the main Eel River is joined by the 
South Tork of the Eel, where the rail route skirts Dyerville 
Flat. Magnificent Redwoods cover the "flat" and surrounding 
hillsides, and to the west is the giant forest held in the 
watershed of Bull Creek, also within the State Park area, 


The groves have cost the "Save the Redwoods League" and 
the state about $10,000,000, If they wanted to sell back 
the timber to the lumber people today, they could get twice 
that amount, But, of course, they never will, A really 
big tree, such as grow at Bull Creek, has $25,000 worth of 
lumber in it, 


But they are not the biggest trees in the world, That 
title belongs to the General Sherman redwood tree in Sequoia 
National Park, 363 feet across the base. It is a Sierra red- 
wood, a different species of the same Sequoia family. A sierra 
tree has a great trunk, but is squat in comparison to its coast 
redwood sister and has a lesser value as lumber, 
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The tallest tree in the world, then, is a coast redwood, 
the Founders Tree, just south of Dyerville. The tree honors 
the three founders of Save the Redwoods League, Madison Grant, 
John C. Merriam and Henry Fairfield Osborn. It is an honor 
364 feet high. 


The redwoods are ancient by our time, One sierra red- 
wood stump is 3136 years old by actual count of its rings. 
The oldest counted costal redwood stump, a High Rock off the 
Avenue of the Giants, is 2200 years old, A tree's cross- 
section can be read by an expert, divulging accurately the 
rainy years and the years of disaster. One stump at Richard- 
son Grove has the following history. The tree started grow- 
ing in 700 A.D. It was more than half-grown when Columbus 
discovered America, The rings showed that the tree was hit 
by fire in 1147, 1595, 1789, 1820, 1848, 1866, 1883 and 1895, 
The fire of 1820 was very severe and killed the roots on one 
side, so the tree began to lean, This lean cause its fall on 
March 13, 1933. The ground was soft from heavy rains and the 
live roots could no longer hold and‘the 500-ton redwood crashed 
to its death, 


But few redwoods die except at the hand of man for the 
redwoods are magnificently rugged. They resist disease, 
Their bark is almost fire resistant. Only if the flame has 
time enough to find a weakness in the armor and attack the 
wood inside does serious damage result, Trees hollowed by 
fire are called "goose pen" trunks. Trees that develop a 
lean often make their own buttress to support the lean, Such 
trees are called "Flatirons". There is a mighty one in the 
Bull Creek Forest. 


The Eel River flows northward in many graceful curves 
near Shively, and from one point five distinct bends of the 
stream are seen, The railroad now runs along the sheer sides 
of Scotia Bluffs--white cliffs reflected in the broad waters 
of the river, The town of Scotia is company owned, every- 
thing in it belongs to the Pacific Lumber Company operators 
here of the largest producing redwood mill in the world, 
Eleven hundred workers turn out 400,000 board feet of redwood 
lumber each day. 


As the Northwestern Pacific emerges from the Redwood belt, 
it traverses low-lying pastures near the coast--grasslands 
dotted with dairy farms, Leaving the Eel River at Loleta, 
the railroad soon reaches Humboldt Bay and the City of Eureka, 
metropolis of the Redwood Empire, It is an interesting 
community of 20,000 inhabitants, It is the westernmost city 
of the United States, and has the added distinction of being 
the coolest summer city in the country. 


--- Material combined from NWP's Redwood Empire Tour 
booklet and an article by Jack Foisie in the Leisure Section 
of the SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE of May 15, 1949, 
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Northwestern Pacific 
Redwood Empire Route 


NOTES ON THE CARLOTTA BRANCH 








The main line of the Eel River and Eureka Railroad ran 
from Eureka to Burnells on the present Carlotta branch and 
was completed in 1885.  Burnells was the terminal for many 
years with a station, engine house and turntable located there. 
In later years the railroad was extended to Carlotta. This 
extension is believed to have been made under the name Calif- 
ornia & Midland Railroad. --- see Note #1 below, 


At one time through passenger trains ran from Eureka to 
Carlotta, but later there was just shuttle service between 
Alton and Carlotta connecting with the through trains going 
down what was later to be the NWP main line, All passenger 
service between Alton and Carlotta was discontinued in 1914, 


Attention should be called to the Alton depot for it faces 
the Carlotta Branch. The main line southward from Alton was 
built by the Pacific Lumber Company and the Eel River & Eureka 
built its station to face its own tracks, The Alton and 
Fortuna depots are the only original depots left that were 
built by the Eel River & Eureka. Even though they are better 
than 65 years old, they are still as good as the day they were 
built. 


May logging companys have operated out of Carlotta. The 
E. Je Dodge Lumber Company, the Holmes Eureka Lumber Company, 
the Hammond Lumber Company and the Pacific Lumber Company are 
among: those that have used this trackage. The E. J. Dodge 
Lumber Company only logged a short time out of Carlotta using 
the Holmes Eureka trackage. The Holmes Eureka still use 
the Carlotta trackage though they no longer use their own 
railroad, They truck to a short spur at the end of the 
Hammond Lumber Company's line, The Hammond Lumber Company's 
line is 7 miles long, but they no longer use their own cars 
or locomotives, The Northwestern Pacific operates the line 
hauling logs for both the Holmes Eureka and Hammond Lumber 
companys. 


The Pacific Lumber Company is the newest arrival with a 
ten mile logging road up Yauger Creek. A coach and express 
car from the Napa Valley iklectric line are used to transport 
men to and from the woods hauled by steam locomotives. 


The Carlotta depob was torn down a few years ago to make 
room for the ever increasing loads that come out of the hills 
enroute to the mills, Even more history may come out of 
Carlotta for in 1948 a crew of men reportedly from the Santa 
Fe Railroad made a survey for a possible railroad from Red 
Bluff to Klamath and on up the coast, with a branch down the 
Van Duzen River to Carlotta, 


The changes in names of the stations is most interesting, 
Shively was Bluff Prairie; Elinor was Camp 5; Scotia was Forest- 
ville; Fortuna was Springville and Slide; Fernbridge is just a 


short distance from the old station of Singles; Loleta was Sanger; 


Beatrice was Salmon Creek; and Fields Landing is still South Bay 


on the railroad, -- Stanley Borden 
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Top----TPL 29 at Scotia in July, 1939-Ed Wrrer 


Center-TPL 34 at Scotia in July, 1939-Ed Wrrer 
Bottom-TPL 37 at Freshwater in July, 1939-Ed Wrrer 
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WEEK-END %», REDWOODS ! 


THE PACIFIC LUMBER CO. 
By Stanley Borden 


In 1868 the fabulous Ralston, founder of the Bank of 
California and the old Palace Hotel in San Francisco, joined 
the old time firm of Weatherbee & McPherson to form The Pacific 
Lumber Company, which was incorporated on February 24, 1869, 
Weatherbee & McPherson were operating on the Mendocino Coast 
and had also acquired 6570 acres of timber in the Eel River 
Valley. This later tract was transfered to the new company 
in 1871 and the Niebur property at Forestville, later to be 
renamed Scotia, was also acquired. The property was not 
developed for some time because it was not very accessible 
and machinery had not been developed sufficiently enough to 
handle the giant redwood trees, 


Activity started in 1882 when on November 17th the Humboldt 
& Eel River “ailroad was incorporated by associates of The Pacific 
Lumber Company to build a narrow gauge railroad from Southport, 
on the south end of Humboldt Bay, around Table Bluff to a point 
on the Eel River some 25 miles distant, The line was to tap 
Pacific's timber holdings where a mill capable of cutting 80,000 
feet of lumber daily was to be built, It was soon decided to 
extend the line to Eureka and to make it standard gauge. The 
extension was incorporated as the Humboldt & Eureka Railway 
and was to run from Table Bluff along the South Peninsula (where 
a shipping point would be built for the lumber from the mill), 
thence by a 1800 foot trestle (with a drawbridge in the middle) 
across the bay to Buhne's point, thence along the marsh to 
Eureka, Eighty men were employed and considerable progress 
had been made though no rails had been laid, when on August 4, 
1883, all work was stopped. The project was abandoned at that 
time possibly because the Eel River & Eureka Railroad had 
commenced construction. 


In may 1885 a gang of Chinese coolies were put to work 
building a railroad from Alton southward. The company had 
planned on establishing their mail and yards at Eagle Prairie 
(now Rio Dell), but the company and the principal owner of the 
property, J. B. Painter, couldn't agree on a price, The rail- 
road was built on the east bank of the el River to Forestville 
(Scotia) where the mill was built. The story is told that when 
Painter found the railroad being built around his property, he 
was so disappointed that he drowned himself, With much dynamite 
and many trestles, one 1200 feet long, the railroad was built 
abound the bluff and completed to Forestville on August 20, 1385, 
The line connected with the Eel River & Eureka at Alton for 
through connection to Eureka, 


A cook house, bunk house, store and office was soon con- 
structed and construction on the mill started in April of 1886 
and was completed in the spring of 1887, The mill was soon 
cutting 80,000 board feet of lumber a day. A wharf 600 feet 
long was built at Fields Landing as a shipping point. At first 
bull teams were used to skid logs to the "bobby cars" which were 
drawn over the logging railroad by horses, It. wasn't long, 
however before steam donkeys took over the skids and steam 
locomotives took over the rail haul, 
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ROSTER OF LOCOMOTIVES OF THE PACIFIC LUMBER COMPANY 
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Notes: 


By Stanley Borden 
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Baldwin 


Baldwin 
Lima 
Baldwin 
Lima 
Baldwin 
Baldwin 
Lima 


Porter 


Climax 3-T Climax 


2-6-0 


2-8-2 


Baldwin 


Baldwin 


Shay 2-T Lima 


2-8=-2T 


Climax 2-T Climax 


American 


1875  ex-Excelsior Redwood Co, #1, 
Humboldt Bay Logging Rail- 
road #1, South Bay Railroad 
& Land Co. #1.---Scrapped, 

1881 80,000 lbs weight--scrapped, 


1885 14x24-40-50,000-125-scrapped 
ex-Excelsior Redwood #2, 
Humboldt Bay Logging RR #2 

1886 (#8007) 14x24-40-50,000-125 
ex-Excelsior Redwood #3 
Wrecked at Monument Incline 
in 1938, 

1890 15x24-48-70,000-160 
ex-Excelsior Redwood #4 
Wrecked at rerrott Creek 
incline, Tender added '03, 

1903 80,000 wet. sold to Holmes 
Eureka Lumber Co, 

1906 12x14-36-110,000-170 


1909 (#353339)17x24-52-75 , 000@~180 
1907 36-160,000 sold 

1910 (#34484) 18x24-52-90,000@-180 
1911 (#36173)19x24-45-90,000@-180 


1910 12x15-36-140,000-200 bought 
from N. B,. Livermore (dealer) 
sold. : 

1920 (#6535) 80,000 fireless engine 
sold in 1921 to Santa Fe Tie 
& Timber Preserving CO. 


1923 1523x153-30-16u,vv0-180 


1913 21x28-57-137, 800-180 
Purchased in 1921 from 
Ocean Shore RR (#21) sold 
in 1942 to Red River Lumber, 

1924 (#67538) 204x28-48-141000@-180 


1907 (#1836) 12x24-36-110,000-170 
ex-Metropolitan Lumber Co, 
#2, Purchased in 1935. 

1924 20x24-44-156000-180 
ex-Sugar Pine Lumber #4 
purchased in 1935. 
154x153-30-100000-180 
ex-Holmes Eureka Lumber #4 
purchased in 1937, 


2-T - two truck geared locomotive 
3-T - three truck geared locomotive 
@ - weight on drivers only 
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dimensions are given as follows: cylinders-drivers-weight- 

boiler pressure, 

Hammond Lumber Company shay #1 was purchased in 1942 for 
parts, but was never used. 





~ 


Top----TPL S¢ at national City from De Se Hichter 
Center-TPL 26 at Freshwater in July, 1959 Ed Wrrer 
Bottom-TPL 38 at Freshwater in July, 1939 Ed Wrrer 
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With the building of homes the town outgrew its status as 
a logging camp. A post office was established in 1888 and 
Forestville was renamed Scotia, Also in 1888 the company 
undertook to furnish five million feet of logs to the Milford 
Land & Lumber Company's mill at Salmon Creek (now Beatrice). 
For this operation the logging trains ran direct from the woods 
on Pacific Lumber's property over the railroad to the Milford 
Mill. In 1889 regular passenger train service was started 
withe two trains each way daily between Scotia and Alton where 
connections were made with the trains of the Eel River & Eureka 
Railroad for Eureka, 


In 1893 the company purchased its first lumber schooner 
and built its first successful dry kiln, On July 6, 1895, 
the mill caught fire. The Eureka Fire Department was rushed 
to Scotia by train, but it arrived too late and the mill burned 
to the ground. Work started immediately on a new mill which 
began operation in the fall of 1896 with a capacity of 135,000 
board feet of lumber per day. The company continued to grow 
with the shingle mill attaining a capacity of 700,000 shingles 
a day in 1897, By July 1898 the railroad had been extended 
south along the Eel River to Camp,5 (now Elinor). 


The Santa Fe Railroad came into the picture in 1903 when 
on February 9 it incorporated The Pacific Lumber Company of 
New Jersey. This new company bought all the stock and hold- 
ings of the old Pacific Lumber Company on February 20, 1903, 
and combined them with some 15000 acres of timber land owned 
by the Santa Fe Land & Improvement Company, The Santa Fe 
also organized the San Francisco & Northwestern Railroad on 
May 6, 1903, and on May 15th purchased the Pacific Lumber Comp- 
any's main line from Alton to Camp 5. On June 10th the San 
Francisco & Northwestern purchased the Eel River & Eureka 
Railroad to form a line from Eureka to Camp 5. 


In April of 1903 associates of The Pacific Lumber Company 
had also formed the Freshwater Lumber Company to purchase most 
of the timber of the Excelsior Lumber Company in the Freshwater 
district roughly east of Eureka, This included the Eureka 
& Freshwater Railroad (also known as Humboldt Logging Railroad) 
some 14 miles long, four locomotives and the logging cars, It 
was planned to build a large mill and town to be Imown as 
Eddyville in the area, Considerable work had been done when 
on August 25, 1904, work was stopped due to an injunction 
forbidding the connection of the Eureka & Freshwater and the 
San Francisco & Northwestern. Machinery, supplies and 
equipment were diverted to Sootia and though the difficulties 
were later settled, no further activities were conducted at 
Freshwater for many years and no mill was ever built there, 


The Pacific Lumber Company of Maine was chartered on 
August 11, 1905 to combine the properties of the Pacific 
Lumber Company of New Jersey and the Freshwater Lumber Company, 
and the new company took over on August 31, 1905, 


The Fields Landing wharf was increased in length to 1700 
feet in 1910 and the "B" mill was completed the following year. 
The combined mills (A&B) were able to cut 500,000 feet of lumber 
per day. During World War I the company sold its fleet of 
lumber schooners as it had moved its factory formerly at Wilming- 
ton in Southern California to Scotia in 1916, The "A" mill 
was shut down. from 1929 to 1935 during the depression, The 
company got back in the shipping business in 1935 with the pur- 
chase of the steamer "Scotia", but it was sunk during the second 
World War while on charter to the government. 
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oy The Pacific Lmbr. Co. 

de 

woods Over the years the company has logged in many areas: The 
‘ord east side of the Eel River from Scotia to South Fork, the west 
d side opposite Scotia, the Freshwater area and at present on 
yhere Yauger Creek near Carlotta and Jordan Creek west of Elinor. 


pure ka The company operates a ten mile line out of Carlotta up Yauger 
Creek. The log train is brought from the woods to Yauger 
Camp by the woods locomotive and turned over to the main line 





er locomotive (usually Pacific Lumber Company's 35) operated by 

55 Northwestern Pacific crews which hauls the train to Scotia, 

shed The company planned to use rail at Jordan Creek also and had 

urned constructed a trestle across the Eel River at Elinor. Due 

1ich to a prolonged lumber strike and high flood waters the trestle 

) » 000 became unsafe and was not rebuilt. Locomotive 33 and some log 

srOw cars are now stranded across the river at Jordan Creek, and 

gles trucks are used to transport the logs to Scotia. 

led 

“‘ ROSTER oF ™= NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD 

»ld- Remaining locomotives of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad 

5 are as follows: 

1ed 

4 Ten Wheelers (4-6-0): ag 112, 140, 141, 142, 143, 170, 178, 
79, 180, 181, 182, 183 and 184 

Comp- Switcher (0-6-0): 231 : : , . , 


Southern Pacific locomotives assigned to the Northwestern 
Pacific are as follows: 








npany Switcher (0-6-0): 1131 
most Mogul: (2-6-0): 1644, 1654, 1734, 1763 and 1772 
water Ten Wheelers (4-6-0): 2283, 2298, 2318, 2320, 2336 and 2339 
ca , pc Consolidations (2-8-0): 2514, 2531, 2535, 2542, 2561, 2593, 
Lroad) 2612, 2625, 2688, 2690, 2708, 2736, 2755, 2759, 2793, 
. as ini maa 2806, 2810, 2812, 2819 and 2855. 
es -8-2): 3211 and 3227 (used Schellville to Santa Rosa). 
yhen ‘h' Diesel Switcher (44-ton): 1902 ' 
= -- Fred Stindt 
“a. SOUTHERN PACIFIC ROSTER CHANGES: 
de on 0-6-0 scrapped Sacramento 5/9/49 
Sra 7 : Los Angeles 4/21/49 
lies" " " " ye 
mpany » — ‘ a " : Bayshore 4/21/49 
2 - Sacramento 4/28/49 -- Ed Wrrer, Jr, 


ell 4 SHASTA DAYLIGHT TO START JULY 10TH ‘The long awaited 
ae = "Sha: ights" 
” er 3 start July 10th on a 15} hour daylight soneduio ‘ 
—_— een San Francisco and Portland. The equipment 








is being assembled in Los Angele 
| s and will 
“ i fone > line pt peter Me in service. ony 
- mixtur s streamlined c fr 
a ars from 
A est other trains hauled by diesel 6007 in mid-April made the { 


trip over the route, 
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